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by Dr. A. H. Lybyer in "The Government of the Ottoman
Empire in tlie Days of Suleiman the Magnificent,'' there
•were two very important and distinctive State organisms,
the Ruling Institution, recruited largely from non-Mos-
lems, and the Moslem Institution, which grew more
rapidly, due to its cumulative influence. "The Moslem
Institution, was always strongly Islamic, and extremely
conservative in all respects. The Euling Institution was
originally liberal "both religiously and in its receptivity
of new ideas, but it departed from its liberal tendency in.
much, the same proportion that the Moslem Institution
increased in power."
It is recorded tliat even the mighty Suleiman had to
humor his janissaries (the paid military guard recruited
from Christian families by the child tax), by enrolling
himself as a private and paying himself accordingly.
During the past four centuries and a half, the House of
Osman has held sway largely because it maintained a
large professional civil and military service. Corruption
lias always been rampant. That the capacity of the
Turks for public leadership is open to some question in
the judgment of Sir Mark Sykes, (5) is well brought out
in these words:
"The Turk is not, truth to tell, very brilliant as a
rule, though very apt in assuming Western civilization.
This may sound extraordinary but is nevertheless true
so far as my experience carries me. Every Turk I have
met who has dwelt for a considerable period in any for-
eign country, although never losing his patriotism and
deep love for his land, has become in manners, thoughts
and habits an Englishman, a German, or Frenchman.
This leads one almost to suppose that Turks might be
Europeanized by the educational process without any
prejudicial result, for at present they have every quality
of a ruling race except initiative, which is an essentially
European quality. Their ardent patriotism is their only

